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The Confideration of the natural Advantages of New-Y ork, refumed and concluded. - 


Lo! fwarming o'er the new difcover’'d World, 
Gay Colonies extend , the Calm retreat 
Of undeferv'd Diftrefs, the better Home 
Of thafe whem Bigots chafe from foreign Lands : 
Not built on Rapine, Servitude and Wee, 
And, in their Turn fome petty Tyraat’s Prey; 
But bound by focial Freedom, firm they rife ; 
Of Britain's Empire the Support and Strength. 
Tuom, Lib. 


is the Subjet, our warmeft Commendations are, methinks, neither illaudable 

nor difgraceful. So early do we receive this patriot Paffion, and fo intimately 

are we concerned in that Obje& of our Affe&tions, that the Praifes we 
beftow upon the Place of our Nativity, tho’ often repeated, juftly admit of Apology, and 
even of Excufe. For my own Part, to dwell upon fo interefting a Theme, affects me 
~ with fingular Pleafure ; and the Evidences which appear in my Papers of an unfeigned 
Regard to this Province, 1 efteem their greateft Ornament. My Countrymen at f 
can have no Reafon to repine at the Continuation of this Subje&t. The Public Weal Pr 
my only Aim, and I flatter myfelf that the Difplay of our fuperior Advantages naturally 
tends to advance it. I proceed, therefore, according to my Promife, to refume the 
Detail, and make it the Subje& of another REFLECTOR. 


TT" Boafting in general be a Foible worthy of Contempt, yet when our Country 


Wir regard to our Situation in refpe&t of foreign Markets, New-York is to be 
preferred to any of our Colonies. It lies in the Center of North-America, and is therefore 
moft happily fituated for fupporting a Trade with all the Plantations from Geergia to 
Hallifax. Canneélicut on the Eaft, and New-Ferfey on the Weft, are fertile and well 
cultivated Colonies, and thro’ natural Neceffity, muft always contribute their Aids in 
rendering this City a plentiful Mart, becaufe their Exports cannot with equal Eafe and. 
Safety be conveyed to any other Port of confiderable Trafick. ‘The Proje@tion of Capi: 
Cod into the Ocean, renders the Navigation from Conne‘icut to Bafton, at fome Seafons, 
extremely perillous. Nor is it uncommon for their Coafters to be driven 
and obliga’, to winter in the oe But their Vicinity to us affords 
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and eafy Conveyance to New-York thro’ the Sound. Philadelphia, indeed, joins 
New-Ferfey on the Welt ; but it is well worth remarking, that the Lands adjacent to 
the River Deleware, on the New-Ferfep, Share, below Philadelphia, are unprofitable 
Barrens, and the River navigable but 4 few Miles above it ; and that a Voyage from 
the eaftern Part of New-Ferfey to Philadelphia, expofed to the open Sea on one Side, and 
a hazardous Coaft on the other; and then toa dahgetods Navigation in Delaware, is a 
Circuit of not lef than Three Hundred Miles; while four Rivers, rolling from the 
Heart of that Colony, difembogue within a few Miles of our City. And thus two 
Provinces, both capable of the higheft Improvements, from their natural Situation 
confpire to aggrandize New-York, almok es-effeQually as if they were ‘part of this 
Colony. Not one of the Provinces has a River fo far navigable into the Country as 
ours’; whence it is that the Indian Trade from thofe vat Territories on the North, 
determines its Courfe to Albany, and thence down Hudjon’s River to New-York, as 
naturally as a Stream gliding in its proper Channel. 

Our Harbour, or rather Road, is as fafe as others generally are, moft of them being 
fubje& to important Objeftions, and often indebted for their Security to very expenfive 
Improvements of Art. The mooring Ground is good, free from Barrs, and not incommoded 
by Rocks, the Water of an equal and convenient Depth, and the Shore bold to the very 
Edges ; and but for floating Cakes of Ice in the Winter, our Shipping would be intirely 
exempted from Danger. .Nor is it difficult perfe&tly to fecure them from that 
Inconvenience. The Place called Rotten-Row, has hitherto been their only Aflylum, 
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tho’ unhappily of late, it annually becomes Iefs and lefs fit for that Purpofe : The 
Scheme I propofe to perpetuate, or rather increafe its former Ufefulnefs, is both fmple 
and cheap. The whole Length of this Opening thould be filled up to the Extent of 
One Hundred Feet, and from each End of it a ftrong open Pier carried out into the 
River ; between which, our Shipping will have all proper Security and the greateft 
Conveniency for lading, unlading, and careening, that can either be expected or 
defired, The free Paflage of the Tides under the Bridges of the Piers, will always 
preferve a fufficient Depth of Water. The Part propofed to be filled up will be very 
fpacious, and being at an equal Diftance from the two Extremes of the Town, the 
fitteft Place for ereing a large Market-Houfe, very advantageous to the adjacent 
Inhabitants, as well as ornamental and convenient to the whole City. By this 
Alteration alfo, che putrid Stench, arifing from that Sink of Corruption, fo prejudicial 
to the Healths and Lives of the People, will be effectually prevented. The continual 
tions of the Sewers at the Slip and Meal Markets, as well as the main Stream 

the River, have already rendered Rotten-Row much fhallower than it was, and will 
make it in Time, incapable of fkreening our Ships from the Ice: But this Project will 
always protect them from that Hazard and Damage. ( 


Tue City of New-York confifts of about Two Thoufand Five Hundred Buildings. 
It is @ Mile in Length, and at a Medium not above half that in Breadth. On the I 
South it forms a Point into a large Bay. ‘The Eaft Side lies on a Streight, which at 
eighteen or twenty Miles eaftward, opens to the Sound, It adjoins to Hudfon's 
River on the Weft ; and fuch is its Figure, its Center of Bufinefs, and the Situation 
of | its Buildings, that the Cartage in Town from one Part to another, does not 
at a Medium, exceed one Quarter of a Mile : The prodigious Advantage of which, to 
re trading City, is more eafily conceived than exprefled. It facilitates and expedites the 
lading and unlading of Ships and Boats, faves Time and Labour, and is attended with 
4 RPMMCEMSBonveniencies tits Inhabitants. 
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faid before, difficult and dangerous. During the Severity of Winter, it is locked up 
from all marime Correfpondence with the reft of. the World, and thus, neceffarily for 
feverat Months every Year, expofed to an almoft total Stagnation of Trade. Numberlefs 
muft be the Inconveniences refulting from this their melancholly Imprifonment—~ 
Commerce groans---a liftlefs conftrained Inadtivity prevails, and an unprofitable 
Confumption devours the Fruit of their Labours, “till: the returning Spring takeé off 


the Embargo, unlocks their River, andvagaimepens the Theatre of Bufinefs and Profit. | 


But the ‘I'rade of New-York boafts at Exemption from fuch Embarafiments---No 
S-afon prevents our Ships from launching into the Ocean and purfuing their Traffick--. 
The Depth of Winter fcarce obftru&s oarCommette,' and during ite: greateft Severity, 
an equal unreftrained Aétiviey runs thro’ all Ranks, Orders and Employments. Even 
then our Merchants exalt in the Return of their Ships, while oar Neighbours of 
Philadelphia wait for Intelligences they are unable to imiprove, or concert Schemes 
which it is beyond their Power to execute. 

To’ we abound in no one Kind of Fith fufficient for a Staple, yet fuch is our 
Happinefs in this Article, that not one of the Colonies affords a Fith-Market of fuch a 
plentiful Variety as ours. Bo/tom has none but Sea Fifth, and of thefe Philadelphia is 
intirely deftitute, being only furnithed with the Fith of afreth Water River. New-York 
is.fufficiently fupplied. with both Sorts. Nor ought our vaft plenty of Oyfters to pafa 
without particular Obfervation: in their Quality they are exceeded by thofe of no 
Country whatfoever. People of all Ranks amongft us, in general prefer them to any 
other Kind of Food. Nor is any Thing wanting, fave a little of the Filings of Copper, 
to render them equally relifhing even to an Englith Palate, with the beft from Cokbefter. 
They continue good eight Months in the Year, and are, for two Months longer, the 


daily Food of our Poor. “Their Beds are within View of the Town, and I am. 
informed, that an Oyfterman induftrioufly employed, may clear Eight or Ten Shillings 


a Day. Some Gentlemen a few Years ago were at the Pains of computing the Value 


of this Shellfifh to our Province in general. ‘The Eftimate was made with Judgment and 


Accuracy, and their Computation amounted to Ten Thoufand Pounds per Annum, 
Tihéir Increafe and Confumption are fince every much enhanced, and thus aff their 
additional Value in Proportion. I confefs it has often given me great Pleafure tg 
refleét, how many of my poor Countrymen are comfortably fupported by this Article, 
who without it could (carcely fubfift, and-for that Reafon beg to be excufed for the 
Length of this Reficétion on fo humble a Subject, tho’ it might juftly be urged to the 
Honour of our Oyftcrs, that, confidered in another View, they are ferviceable both to 
our King and Country. ’ 

Ir is generally believed, that this Province abounds with a Variety of Mineralss 
Of Iron in. particular we have fuch plenty, as to be exceeded by no Country in the 
World of equal Extent. It is a Metal of intrinfick Value beyond any other, and 
preferable to the pureft Gold; the former is converted into mumberlefs Forms for ag 
many indifpenfible Ufes, the latter for its Portablenefs and Scarcity is only fit for a 
Medium of Trade: But Iron is a Branch of it, and I am perfwaded will, ene Time or 
other, be one of the moft valuable Articles of our Commerce. Our annual Exports 
to Baflon, Rhode-Ijland, and Conne‘icut, and fince the late ‘Aa of Parliament, to England, 
are far from being inconfiderable. ‘The Bodies of Iron Oar in the Northern Parts of 
this Pfovince are fo many, their Quality fo good, and their Situation fo convenient, 


in refpect of Wood, Water, Hearth-Stone, proper Fluxes, and Carriage, for F MERAces, 
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to, the Quality of the Oar, or a Defo& of Conveniences. The Want of 
Workmen, and the Villany of thofe we generally have, are the only Caufes to 

we maft attribute fuch Mifcarriages. No Man who has been concerned in them 
difagree with me, if I affert, that from the Founder of the Furnace to the me: 
Bankaman or Jobber, they are ufually low, profligate, drunken and faithlefs. Andy 
under all the innumerable Difadvantages of fuch Inftruments, very large Eftates haxd 
jn this Way, been raifed in fome of our Colonies. Our Succefs, therefore, in the 
Manufaftory, is obftruéted and difcouraged by the Want of Workmen, and the 
Price of Labour, its neceflary Confequence, and by thefe alone: But ’tis our Hag 
that fuch only being the Caufe, the Means of Redrefs are intirely in our own 
Nothing more is wanting to open a vait Fund of Riches to the Province, 
this Branch of Trade, than the Importation of Foreigners. If our Merchants 
landed Gentlemen, could be brought to a Coalition in this Defign, their private Intepefis 
would not be beiter advanced by it, than the public Emolument; the latter fe 
particular, would thereby vaftly jmprove their Lands, increafe the Number, and ¢ 

the Rents.of their Tenants. And I cannot but think, that if thofe Gentlemen’ ® 
are too inadtive to engage in fuch an Enterprize, would only be at the Pains of 

up full Reprefentations of their Advantages for Iron Works, and of publifhing them 
timé to tine in Great-Britain, Ireland, Germany and Sweeden, the Province would § 
be fupplied, with a falficient Number of capable Workmen in all the Branzhes of ¢ 


Manufagtory. 

Or the Fertility of our Soil there needs no other Proof, than the valk Quantity 
Flour and other Produce we annually export, by which alone we have been enabled § 
bear up under our late prodigious and expenfive Importation of dry Goods from J 
The Province is well watered, and abounds with Timber and other Materials for 

if Stores, and is capable (as hath been faid) to raife annually Forty Thoufand Tom @ 
b Hemp. Whenever our Hufbandmen are driven to a greater Attention to Agricul. 
than is neceflary at prefent, it will be found that we are moft happily fupplied with & 
Variety of Manure, adapted to the different Genius of the Soil in various Parts of 
Province. In thofe near the Sea, where the Ground is light and yielding, the Shonpi 
4 with a Sea Weed, by which it may be exceedingly enriched. ‘The Land 
poet River, is in general colder and tough, but Lime, which is its natural © 
may be every where obtained : Hills of Lime-Stone being plentifully found on both & 
of the River. 7 
YD row inlarge this Detail, with the Enumeration of many other Marks of : 
exuberant Bounty, and peculiar Favour of Providence to us, beyond any other F 
on the Continent; but the Limits I have prefcribed to my Papers forbid a more oa D 


Difplay. A.&X. 3 


[AM wreath obliged to Mr.Curistoruer Sowrr, Printer, in Germantown, for 
Book which he has been pleafed to fend me as a Prefemt, 
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